WHAT’S ON

June 27th

The Inaugural Mary MacKillop Foundation Dinner at the
Star Room, Darling Harbour Sydney

Call 9929 7344 for bookings

July 15th-20th
World Youth Day, Sydney

August 8th
Mary MacKillop Feast Day. Foundation Annual Appeal

August 17th

Orchestral Concert OThe Vision of Mary MacKillopO. 7.30pm
Isabel Menton Theatre, Mount Street, North Sydney

Call 9929 7344 for information

August 29th

Victorian Branch Dinner - Melbourne

OGoodnight and God BlessO b
The Modern Travellers Bible

The Jimmy Little Foundation

For the traditional people of Central Australia nothing is
more important than being on their Country.

The Jimmy Little Foundation helps Indigenous people who
have to dislocate hundreds of kilometres to Alice Springs
for life saving haemodialysis to stay connected with their
families, communities and their Dreaming.

OTo be separated from your Country, especially when you
are sick, is like being deprived of oxygenO, according to Don

Palmer, the Health Projects Director of the Foundation. The
Foundation recently celebrated the two hundredth trip for
life sustaining short trips back to remote communities.

One recent journey took six people to Blackstone B more
than six hundred kilometres each way, most of it on dirt
roads B and then safely back to Alice Springs for dialysis.
For more information about the Jimmy Little Foundation visit
www.jlf.org.au.
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AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT APOLOGISES TO THE STOLEN GENERATION

will lead to progress in other very important areas in
Indigenous affairs. It will create, in new ways, opportunities
for partnerships with Aboriginal people to address the many
areas of their disadvantage.

Sisters of St Joseph Welcome
The Promise of an Apology

Press Release February 8th 2008 OWe feel enlivened and greatly encouraged by the events

The Sisters of St Joseph across Australia welcome the forecast for the coming week, and by other announcements

Travellers and pilgrims seeking a
unigue experience can now uncover
the ancient secrets of convents and
monasteries around Europe. Suitable

GovernmentOs decision to deliver an apology to the members
of the Stolen Generations. Speaking of behalf of Josephite
Leaders and over 1,200 Josephite Sisters nationally, Sr
Katrina Brill said OWe, along with many Australians, have

that have been made in relation to Aboriginal affairs.

We encourage the Government through the MinisterOs ofbce to
stay in close contact with Aboriginal people, who, in spite of the
great difbculties they have faced over generations, have never

for the traveller, the pious and the
curious alike, this user-friendly travel
guide provides accommodation, local
touristinformation, places of pilgrimage,
travel tid-bits and anecdotes against
a fascinating backdrop of history
and religion.

Trish Clark, author of Goodnight and God Bless is kindly
donating part of the proceeds of the sale of this book to the
Mary MacKillop Foundation. Goodnight and God Bless can be
purchased online at goodnightandgodbless.com, in the Mary

MacKillop Place Museum shop or through Rainbow Books.

S YOU CAN ALSO DONATE VIA OUR WEBSITE: www.mackillopfoundation.org.au
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been waiting a long time
to hear the word OSorryQ.

OWe rejoice with
Aboriginal  people in
their anticipation and
obvious delight at the
GovernmentOs  decision
to deliver an apology

ceased struggling to advance their people.

OThe Sisters of St Joseph see the apology as an important
step towards achieving a justly reconciled Australia, a step
towards an Australian identity based on the entire story of this
most ancient land,O Sr Katrina concluded.

The Sisters of St Joseph live and work in Aboriginal
communities in the Kimberley, Coober Pedy, central western
New South Wales, regional Victoria and South Australia,

next Wednesday,O o N
. . and among communities in most capltal cities.
Sr Katrina said. 8 Feb 2008
i i i . Februar
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Sr Katrina Birill
Congregation Leader, Sisters of St Joseph of the
Sacred Heart, North Sydney

Government on the
process of open and
consultative  dialogue
with Aboriginal people

I have a particular concern for:

D People in Rural and Isolated Areas

D Partnerships with Aboriginal Australians
I wish to pay by:

D Cheque payable to The Mary MacKillop Foundation

D Visa D Mastercard

fHere is my gift of: D $500 D $250 D $100 D $50 D Other $§ Date: / /

D People with Mental Illness or Disabilities
D People in Times of Distress
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in the lead up to this

L Aboriginal Elders Participate
historic step.O

In Media Training
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OThispositiverelationship
displays a respect that
enables ongoing cooperation and engenders a spirit of hope
for healing and reconciliation,O she said.

D People without a Country
D Other Josephite works

OWe recognise the signiPcance of the apology being the
prst item of business of the new Parliament, and endorse
its underlying message of empathy, compassion and
understanding of the pain and trauma experienced by the

Cardholder Name: Signature: Expiry Date: Stolen Generations, their families and their communities.
Name: Address: Postcode: OThis long overdue acknowledgement is a brst necessary
Telephone: Email: step in the process of putting things right, in working

I would like to:
D Become a Friend of the Foundation The Mary

&D Make a Bequest (Information Booklet will be sent)
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towards a better relationship with Aboriginal people,0
Sr Katrina said.

* * Donations of $2 or more to The Mary MacKillop

Participants at the Aborignal Media Training
Program sponsored by the Sisters of St Joseph
and the Mary MacKillop Foundation.

Sr Katrina said the bridges that will be built through
saying OSorry® will allow a healing process to begin that

tmted  www.mackillopfoundation.org.au



Vehicle Repairs Help Foster Family

Bev and Paul are full time carers for their 5 children who are
aged 8 b 24. They all have an intellectual disability and several
have multiple disabilities, including the youngest girl Samantha
who is permanently in a wheelchair. Each of these children were
adopted as babies by Bev and Paul or they have been in long
term foster care with this family since they were very young.

Bev and Paul are kept very busy caring for their 5
children as their needs are very different. During 2007 the
Mary MacKillop Foundation provided a grant to help them
obtain new tyres and have mechanical repairs done on
their wheelchair accessible van, on which the family are
so dependent. Bev and Paul have tremendous faith and
they provide an amazing witness to seless and ongoing
commitment to their 5 children! They are most appreciative of
this Pnancial support from the Mary MacKillop Foundation.

Bev, Paul and family with their road worthy van

Volleyball Reunification Program
for Afghan Refugees

In their RBight from civil war to seek refuge in Australia,
Afghans have suffered extreme adversity; Prst by small
boats, then in detention centres and artibcial housing
clusters. They are mainly men and boys who have
since married or brought families to Australia. Others
were too young or too old to bring their wives or parents
and struggle with isolation. All carry painful and hidden
memories that are best shared among those who
journeyed with them.

In late 2007, the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry provided
a unique opportunity for Afghan men across Australia
to connect and share their stories of misfortune and
resettlement. Between Christmas and New Year,
volleyball competitions were held at Bond University
on the Queensland Gold Coast, followed by a reunion
at the Hall of the Super Sports Complex for those who
travelled on the same bshing boats through dangerous
waters. Each boat had its own table where old friends
could share their successes and failures since detention
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Cultural Companions for Youth
in the Kimberley

When children are given an
understanding of the reasons
for grief and loss they are
better able to deal with life
situations in a healthier
manner. Those equipped
to provide such guidance
are Companions trained by
Seasons for Growth.

Kimberley women training in
grief counselling

Seasons for Growth is a program reaching out to young people
and adults in remote and rural areas who are isolated and often
helpless in dealing with their experi-ence of grief. The Warmun
Community in the Kimberley region of WA is the latest recipient
of funding from the Mary MacKillop Foundation to implement the
program. Seasons for Growth held a workshop in September
to train nine Companions, bve of whom were Aboriginal women
working in the schools of Wyndham, Kununurra and Warmun.

The workshop was led by Sr Dora Maguire rsj who found
the contribution of the Aboriginal women very helpful in
understanding the culture and ways of implementing the
program for Aboriginal children. Through Sr DoraOs enthusiasm
and the positive attitudes gained in the effectiveness of the
program, participants are equipped with the skills to lead
groups of children in the understanding of grief and loss.

Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
Ngalangangpum School, WA

and encourage each other in their struggle to move
forward with conbdence.

The reunibcation project was funded by the Mary
MacKillop Foundation and supports people who have
become lost and isolated since their Right to Australia. It
seeks to overcome isolation and disability by connecting
up fellow travellers and through their shared stories,
increase self reliance, dignity and wellbeing.

Rasoul Ahmady
Refugee and Family Support Worker
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, SA

St JoeOs Provides Warmth and Dignity

Saint JosephOs School, Peterborough is in the mid north
of South Australia. As reported in The Australian,

Peterborough is the seventh highest welfare town in

Australia (highest in SA). Mary MacKillop founded Saint

JosephOs School over 120 years ago due to its rural location
and destitution. Her vision continues particularly today, as

SA experiences the worst drought for many years.

But there is good news B everyone was celebrating last
week with lovely new warm jumpers as part of a grant
from the Mary MacKillop Foundation alleviating families
of some of their Pnancial burden. There would be children
who rarely experience new clothes who left the school with
big smiles as they greeted mum at the school gate. Yongala
(about 10 minutes from Peterborough) often records the
lowest temperatures in the state  but the kids donOt care,
theyOll now be warm anyway!

Attendance at Saint JosephOs School is very high compared
to similar schools. Despite illness children often come to

school as a better option than staying at home where there

is no air-conditioning during the extreme temperatures.

Yes D there is a need and thanks to the Foundation we
have a remedy. OThe MacKillop spirit is alive and well in
Peterborough!.

Sr Julianne Murphy rsj
Principal

St JoeOs students happily receive their
new warm, winter jumpers

WA Branch - Best Breakfast in the West

It has never happened before and it wasnOt about to start
this year! Traditionally, the OBREAKFAST IN THE PARKO
has been a most enjoyable occasion when friends of
the Josephites gather on the banks of the Swan for a
delicious breakfast and a gabfest. Once again, the weather
was superb, the BBQ operators were dynamic and the
committee members had taken all the right precautions.
The result was yet another gathering which did wonders
for the soul and the appetite.

As a result of the email
and snail mail to the OPast
Pupils of St GertrudesO
association there were
many new faces at the
breakfast. The general
consensus established
that it made for an even
greater intermingling of
stories and a straightening
out of some of the myths.

Sr Pauline Morgan was
introduced and warmly
welcomed as the new
leader of the Western
Australian community.

Locals enjoying breakfast
on the banks of the Swan

As a very special touch, some Mary MacKillop roses were
in a vase on the registration table. It was just a OpityO
that they had been grown by the most avid Collingwood
supporter in WA. Mind you, who is to say that Mary herself,
growing up as a young lady in Melbourne might not have
supported the OPiesO.

Laurie Mayne
Foundation Board Member
and WA Branch Member

For many years butchers Charlie and Domenic Fazari
have kindly supported the Foundation by donating sausages for
the OBest Breakfast in the WestO. Thanks Charlie and Domenic!



