FROM THE CHAIR

Recently | read a speech by the late Senator Robert
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MREAMING FROM THE HEARTO
INDIGENOUS YOUTH EXPERIENCE

Kennedy that was also voiced in the recent PIm OBobbyO. In October 2006, twelve young people traveled from Perth

The issues that Robert Kennedy talks about were also
seen by Mary MacKillop in her time and place, so | think
the following excerpts from his speech are appropriate for
our ref3ection.

OThere is a mindless menace of violence which stains
every one of our lives. The victims of the violence are black

andwhite, richandpoor,youngandold,famousandunknown.

They are human beings whom other human beings loved

and neededEE.

OWhat has violence ever accomplished? What has it ever
created? Whenever we tear at the fabric of life which

another man has painfully and clumsily woven for himself

and his children, the whole nation is degraded. Yet we

seemingly tolerate a rising level of violence that ignores our

common humanity and our claims to civilization alikeEE

OE..violence breeds violence, repression brings retaliation,
and only a cleaning of our whole society can remove
this sickness from our soul. There is also another
kind of violence; this is the violence that aff3icts the poor, that
poisons relations between men because their skin has different
colours, the slow destruction of a child by hunger, schools
without books and homes without heat in the winterEE

OWe know what must be done. It is to achieve true justice
among our fellow citizensk.O

These are issues that Mary MacKillop met and challenged
in her lifetime. Our common bond of faith teaches us to
look at those around us as equals. We can all work harder
to heal the wounds among us and Pnd it in our hearts to
live as brothers, sisters and countrymen.

The Mary MacKillop Foundation has been given a legacy
to Orespond to the needs of our time to relieve suffering
and bring hopeO. Individually we may not have the capacity
and resources to make a difference. But with a community
of friends giving support and prayers for the work of the
Foundation | believe we can achieve much.

Paul Caesar

to Alice Springs to attend a gathering that would have
far-reaching effects not only on their lives but the lives of
their fellow Australians.

They came from a variety of schools to attend ODreaming
from the HeartO B the NATSIC 7th National Assembly, held in
conjunction with the 20th anniversary celebrations of Pope
John Paul 110s visit to Alice Springs. The aim of the project was
to address the indigenous youth sense of displacement and
loss of identity. Included in the group were non-indigenous
participants in the belief that Reconciliation would come
about through a shared journey. Some students came from
Irene McCormack Catholic College and were sponsored by
the Mary MacKillop Foundation.

ODreaming from the Heart© was a journey of traditional Aboriginal
and Christian ceremonies, led by Elders and religious leaders
from all over Australia. It was an invaluable opportunity to foster
community awareness of the bigger picture of indigenous, justice
and Church issues and to experience the spiritual symbolism of
the gathering; the sacredness of its location, its people and its
purpose. It is hoped the experience gained by the young people
will keep alive the spirit and vision of the Holy Father in 1986.

Phil Smith, Campus Ministry Coordinator
Irene McCormack Catholic College.

Sr Pat Malone with students from
Irene McCormack Catholic College in Perth




Retreat for People Living with HIV/AIDS

The Catholic HIV/AIDS Ministry in Melbourne held a
weekend retreat at Holy Cross Centre, Templestowe
for people living with HIV/AIDS. Funded by the Mary
MacKillop Foundation, the retreat gave eleven participants
an opportunity to meet others in the same situation and be
cared for spiritually and physically.

The theme of the retreat was OCome away, rest awhileO.
Under the guidance of facilitator, Fr Tiernan Doherty,
participants were offered a safe, supportive environment
to relax, discover who they were and get in touch with
themselves and their God.

All participants indicated they enjoyed and benebted from
the experience. New bonds were formed and they were
encouraged to meet regularly at various drop-in gatherings
within the sector. By coming together as a group, each
individual was able to feel less isolated and more a part of
the wider church community.

Margaret Hayes

Recreational Resources
for Children in Need

Normal socializing experiences can often be taken for
granted by children living in a stable, secure environment.
For the children of families experiencing homelessness,
poverty and the trauma of domestic violence, school
resources can make a real difference.

The St JosephOs Family Care Centre in South Australia has
sought to improve the lives of socially disadvantaged children
through a project funded by the Mary MacKillop Foundation.
The funding provides for new resources to the ChildrenOs
Support Programme such as a basketball site for recreational
needs and a basketball ring. It also provides software for
the childrenOs educational needsa compact disc player and
resources for the school holiday programme.

St JosephOs provides intensive support to homeless families
assessed with high and complex needs. The ChildrenOs Support
Programme is structured to immediately alleviate childrenOs
distress. By providing accommodation and Pnancial support to
the family, poverty and homelessness are relieved.

The focus of the work is to develop self-esteem, feelings
of belonging, being loved and valued by their parents and
siblings. Children learn that they are not alone in their situation
as they join other children in the programme. We thank the
Mary MacKillop Foundation for enabling the development of
a recreational site for the children of St JosephOs.

Naomi Knight
Senior Social Worker
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WendyOs Story

Since 1993 the Mary MacKillop Foundation, through the
Sisters of St Joseph, have encouraged and supported
Aboriginal people in the SA bush communities of Yalata/
Oak Valley and Coober Pedy - and more recently Murray
Bridge - to record their knowledge of culture, country and
language in more permanent form. Preserving the authentic
voice of the author is paramount.

One such voice is Wendy Harris, now a resident of the
Aboriginal Elders Village in Adelaide and the author of
OWendy Harris: A Coober Pedy Pioneer®. Those who have
read the book note the understated nature of a life of many
sorrows, cheerfully told.

WendyOs book was launched in July 2006 B an experience
she described as the best thing that ever happened to her.
It was also a healing occasion for one of her adult children
and a granddaughter who did the book reading. WendyOs
book is the sixth happy collaboration with Mary 2 Print and
Video - also a work of the Sisters of St Joseph.

Thanks to initial funding from the Mary MacKillop
Foundation, the SA Aboriginal experience has found more
permanent expression for the encouragement of Ofuture
generationsO including within mainstream culture. To quote
Sally Morgan: OWe have to bnd a way of living together in
this country...It will only come when thousands of stories
have been spoken and listened to with understanding®.

Sister Michele Madigan with Liz Bruce

This book can be purchased at the
Mary MacKillop Museum Shop, North Sydney
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Educational Cross-Cultural Tour with
Aboriginal Traditional Owners in Arid Lands

Tour participants walking
on Lake Eyre

Participants from across Australia were given a unique

opportunity to interact with indigenous communities
usually prohibited or difpcult to access. Thanks to
Friends of the Earth and Pnancial support from the
Mary MacKillop Foundation, participants received brst-
hand knowledge of Aboriginal beliefs and a broader
understanding of the landOs fragility and need for
spiritual custodianship.

Through the recognition of Aboriginal values and
understanding, the participants® own experiences were
shaped by the richness of indigenous wisdom and
culture. But the most profound experiences were the
times of personal discussion with indigenous Elders and
their communities. The tour provided a deeply personal
introduction to the complexities of current Native Title
legislation and emphasized the urgent need for Aboriginal
land rights.

It also provided an opportunity for indigenous families
to come together on their traditional lands and share
stories with the participants and generations within their
own family. This was especially the case for Kokatha elder,
Mrs Eileen Wingbeld who is now only able to visit the
traditional lands of her people with increasing rarity.

The project was enormously successful in granting its
participants a deeper understanding of environmental
issues in South AustraliaOs far north and their enthusiasm
was taken back and shared with their own communities.

Joel Catchlove
For Friends of the Earth

Make a Bequest Through Your Will

After providing for their families, many people bnd they
have the capacity to make a bequest and decide to direct
it to assist the needy in our society.

People often request information on how they can
bequeath funds to promote the charitable works of The
Mary MacKillop Foundation Limited through their Wills.

If you would like more information
about howto make a Bequesttothe Mary
MacKillop Foundation please contact
us to request a copy of our Bequest
Brochure. You can also download the
brochure from our website at www.
mackillopfoundation.org.au

Football United!

The Mary MacKillop Foundation supported the UNSW
Refugee Soccer Development Program (RSDP) by
enabling the program to run its Prst coaching certibcation
course in December 2006.

The RSDP is an innovative program seeking to assist young
refugees in their immigration and integration to Australia by
providing a supporting and enjoyable environment through
a soccer development program.

The coaching clinic was designed specibcally for youth
from the refugee communities, and corresponds to
two of the overall program objectives of contributing to
capacity building and providing empowering activities for
participants. Enabling young people to become certibed
coaches enables them to access new opportunities and
build leadership and mentoring skills.

OSport is increasingly being looked to as an effective way
of bringing people together, to promote not only health,
but social cohesion and even peace-building,0 said Anne
Bunde-Birouste, from the School of Public Health and
Community Medicine at UNSW, who started the program.

OWe are thrilled with the successes the program has already
achieved and are very grateful to the Mary MacKillop
Foundation for its support.O
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Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander Tertiary Scholarships

Mary MacKillopOs concern for the welfare of Aboriginal
people, particularly in relation to education for Aboriginal
children is well documented. Indeed, her commitment to
the welfare and education of indigenous children sets an
inspiring example.

One way the Mary MacKillop Foundation honours this
commitment is through scholarship funding for Aboriginal
tertiary students.

The brst recipients of our newly renamed Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Tertiary Scholarships are: Malynda
Bartholomew, Bachelor of Education at ACU Brisbane;
Marjorie Campbell, Bachelor of Community Management at
Macquarie University in Sydney; Matthew James, Bachelor
of Law/ Bachelor of Arts in Criminology and Criminal Justice
at Grifpth University in Brisbane; Robyn Shields, Bachelor
of Medicine/ Bachelor of Surgery at University of Sydney
and Jacynda Krenske, Diploma of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Education at ACU Brisbane.

The Foundation is looking for Pnancial partners in order
to expand this signibcant program. If you, or your company,
are interested in becoming a partner with the Mary
MacKillop Foundation in
supporting the future
of tertiary opportunities
for Aboriginal students
please contact our head
ofpce.

Scholarship recipient
Annette Duggan
graduates with her
Bachelor of Education
from ACU Brisbane
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Annual Fundraising Dinner
Christmas in July

Friday July 13th in the
Isabel Menton Theatre, Mary MacKillop Place,
11 Mount Street North Sydney.
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Please join us at 6.30pm for Drinks followed by
Christmas Dinner at 7.00pm. The evening includes
Dinner, Drinks, Entertainment, Live Auction, Door Prizes
and Rafl3es.

Our Special Guest for the evening is journalist,
Maxine McKew.

RSVP before June 29th. Call Lynne Maunder on
8912 4853 Tickets $100. Please contact us for sponsorship
opportunities.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You

The Mary MacKillop Foundation staff and supporters
would like to thank our volunteer writer, Liz Bruce for her
generosity in donating her time to write stories, articles
and press releases for the Foundation. It is a pleasure to
have LizOs professional assistance on these projects.

Have you tried making your donation
online at www.mackillopfoundation.org.au?

In just a few clicks you can make a donation
to help us fund the valuable programs
you have read about in this newsletter.

YOU CAN ALSO DONATE VIA OUR WEBSITE: www.mackillopfoundation.org.au

KHere is my gift of: D $250 D $100 D $50 D $25 D Other $

I have a particular concern for:

D People in Rural and Isolated Areas
D Partnerships with Aboriginal Australians
I wish to pay by:

D Cheque payable to The Mary MacKillop Foundation

D Visa D Mastercard D Bankcard

Cardholder Name: Signature:

D People with Mental Illness or Disabilities
D People in Times of Distress

Date: / / N

D People without a Country
D Other Josephite works

cretccarao. || || [ L[]

Expiry Date:

Name: Address:

Postcode:

Telephone: Email:

I would like to:
D Become a Friend of the Foundation

The Mary

Killop

e

foundation

Donations of $2 or more to The Mary MacKillop
Foundation are tax deductible within Australia
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www.mackillopfoundation.org.au

Limited




